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1. Name of Property - 


historic name: West Burton Place Historic District 




other names/site number: 




2. Location 


street and number: 143-161 W. Burton Place 
city,, town: Chicago 

state: Illinois county: Cook County 


N/A not for publication 
N/A vicinity 
zip code 60614- 


3. State/Fed eralfTribal Aqency Certification 

, — 1 



n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards (or registering properties in the National Register of 
Histone Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements sel forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
gf| meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
n nationally statewide \Y locally. ( H See continuation sheet for additional comments ) 

Snr* ^ 

Signature of certifying officialfTitle 



State or Federal agency or Tribal Government 



l my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria (□ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 



Signature of certifying official/Title 



State or Federal agency or Tribal Government 



4. National Park Service Certification 



I hereby certify that the property is: 



Signature of the Keeper 



Date of Action 



Q entered in the National Register 

| | See continuation sheet. 

| [ determined eligible for the National Register. 

| [ See continuation sheet. 

Q determined not eligible for the National Register. 
| | removed from the National Register. 

| | other, (explain:) 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 



Category of Property 

(Check only one box) 

| ! j building(s) 
|Xl district 

□ site 
I | structure 
| ! object 



m 

5 



Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic 

Historic Subfunctions 

(Enter subcategories from instructions) 



Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 



Contributing 

17 


Noncontributing 

0 


buildings 


0 


0 


sites 


0 


0 


structures 


0 


0 


objects 


17 


0 


Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 
N/A 



Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic 

Current Subfunctions 

(Enter subcategories from instructions) 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Moderne 



Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 
Walls Brick 



Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
Art 

Period of Significance 
1880-1940 
Significant Dates 

1880 
1930 

Significant Person 

(Complete if criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Edgar Miller 

Property is 

A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

i I B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

| , D a cemetery. 

[ j £ a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property, 
fj g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 



Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.) 

f 1 a Property is associated with events that have 

L ~ J made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

r b property is associated with the lives of persons 

1 ' significant in our past. 

\x\ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 

— 1 of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

I ! D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

^ information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
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{Cite'tt^books ^articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS:) Primar V location ° f E 

r ~ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 LJ state Historic Pr 

CFR 67) has been requested j other State Age 

1 previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
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| I designated a National Historic Landmark I | University 
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T Local Government (Repository Name: ) 
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| | Other 



10 . Geographical Data ______ 

Acreage of Property: 3 00 

UTM References 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 



Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
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11. Form Prepared By 



name/title: Victoria Granacki and Tim Freye 
organization: Granacki Historic Consultants 
street & number: 1105 W. Chicago Avenue 
city or town: Chicago 



date: 4/17/2007 

telephone: (312)421-1131 
zip code: 60622- 



A dditional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 



Continuation Sheets 



Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property 
Additional items 

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any addition al items) 

Property Owner . 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 



name: 

street & number: 
city or town: 



state: 



telephone: 
zip code: 
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West Burton Place Historic District 
Chicago, Cook County, IL 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 



SUMMARY 

The West Burton Place Historic District encompasses one short residential block in the 
Old Town neighborhood of Chicago. The district is comprised of twelve principal 
structures on either side of Burton Place and five residential coach houses behind 
principal structures on the north side of the street, from LaSalle Street on the east .to he 
alley behind Wells Street on the west. The earliest structures on the block date from the 
earlv 1880s, but the architectural significance of the street is found in the 1930s 
remodelings into artists’ studios. Nineteenth-century dwellings and flat bul ' dln 9 s w ® r ® 
added to and completely reconfigured into multi-level studio spaces with handcrafted 
features by artists and craftsmen. Seven of the structures were transformed in this 
manner while five retain their nineteenth-century historic appearance, providing a 
context for understanding what the street looked like when they began. The time period 
for significance is 1880-1940. 

CONTEXT AND SETTING 

West Burton Place (known as Carl Street until 1936) is located in Chicago's Old Town 
neighborhood Old Town is one of Chicago’s oldest residential neighborhoods, located 
at the foot of Lincoln Park, a few bocks west of the lakefront, approximately two miles 
north of the Loop. Burton Place is a short, east/west street that runs for one biock 
between Wells and LaSalle Streets just south of North Avenue and the Wells/North 
Avenue Commercial district, Starr’s Subdivision, which comprises the whole street, is an 
ante-fire subdivision of Bronson’s addition to Chicago, first recorded September 2, 
1 844 Starr’s Subdivision was laid out with eleven 24-foot wide x 1 07-foot deep lots 
facing each other on either side of Burton from LaSalle Street to the end of T-shaped 
alleys that run behind them. The subdivision also consisted of five 25 x 100 foot lots 
oriented east/west along Wells Street on the north side of Burton and five on the south 
side of Burton. These lots back onto the same alleys. Since the original platting, there 
have been two street changes that affected the street. Lots 1 and 31, on the eastern 
edge of the subdivision were acquired for the widening of La Salle Street in the later 
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West Burton Place Historic District 
Chicago, Cook County, IL 

1890s and the western part of the street between Wells and the alleys was repaved as 
a pedestrian plaza in 197£ with the eastern portion of the street ending in a cul-de-sac. 

THE WEST BURTON PLACE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Burton Place is an east/west street on the Chicago orthogonal grid system. Once 
running from LaSalle Street on the east through to Wells Street on the west, it is now a 
short cul-de-sac street entered from LaSalle Street on the east with a turn ‘ a [ ound f the 
west end where it meets the alley. On the south side there is a narrow landscaped, 
tree-lined parkway between the sidewalk and the street. On the north side there is no 
parkway; the sidewalk is built up to the curb. 

There are twelve principal residential structures, all three stories in hep ^ I some 
with basements. Although all were originally constructed between 1877 and 1896, the 
exterior appearances of the fagades today reflect a time period of construction ranging 
from 1881 to 1940. Within this period there are two distinct time periods of construction 
and design themes. Five structures retain their original nineteenth-century appearance 
from 1880-1896 as typical Chicago three-flats with Italianate, Queen Anne * or ’ classu:al 
features while seven sport a completely remodeled appearance , 1 . 9 . 24 ' 1 f 4 ° 
are generally Art Deco, Art Moderne, or International in styling. In addition to these 
principal structures there are five coach houses in the rear of properties on the no 
side of the street that are separate residential units. 

Most structures are basically rectilinear in plan and built close to, or especially with the 
remodeled structures, at the front and side property lines. Front fagade materials include 
one qravstone, one gray-painted brick, three with stone bases combined with brick, 
three 9 with red face-brick and three with variegated common brick All have flat roofs. 
There are long brick walls along the front property line for both older and remodeled 
structures: two principal structures and one rear coach house behind one waH on the 
north side, and four principal structures behind walls on the south side of the street 
Seven houses, five of those with the original facades, have a few steps up to traditional 
front entry porches. For two structures, both remodeled, the principal entry is a few 
steps below grade. 
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There are seven principal residential structures on the south side of the street This 
includes three from the nineteenth-century and four that were remodeied in he 1 93 °s. 
All of these are considered contributing. From east to west, they are the following. 



Thpnohil Studios, 1 43 W. puuun » ~ «■ ,, - 

building. Originally built in 1892 (permit date May 28, 1892) as a three-story flat building, 
there are two alteration permits on record, one for unspecified improvements in 19 
(permit date April 26, 1924, called “sundry”) and the other for a “brick front addition and 
alterations” from 1940 (permit date August 20, 1940). The property today is a 
rectangular red brick and stone corner structure that fills the lot lines. Generally Art 
Moderne in style, the geometrically composed principal facade has a vertical stone 
panel with stacked circular windows beside a red brick panel with rectangular windows. 
The base and top of the building are also stone. The architect for the remodeling was 

Frank LaPasso. 

14* w Rurton Place is a three-story, three unit condominium building. It was built in 
1896 (permit date January 23, 1896) as a flat building with a stone base and yellow brick 
upper floors and retains its original historic Classical Revival character, although with 
some alterations to the cornice. The architect for the design was W /. L - I K « and an 
announcement for the construction of the building appeared in the Feb. 1 , 1 896 issue of 

the Economist. 

147 W Rurton Place is a three-story single-family residence. Built in 1881 as a three- 
stor7~dweIling (per^t date May 10, 1881), the red brick structure retains ite historic 
Italianate character with an elaborate cornice and decorative brackets. The original 
stairs leading to a raised entry were removed and replaced with a balcony and the main 
entrance was relocated to the ground floor. 

1*1 W Rurton Place is a three-story, three-flat apartment building. A historic structure 
on this lot existed before 1866, and there is an 1887 permit (September 6, 1887) for a 
two-story barn and basement. Permits from 1932 (November 17 1 932) for repaire and 
alterations and from 1935 (May 21, 1935) for a “front brick addition to two-flat indicate 
when it was remodeled into the Art Moderne appearance it has today. A curved window 



Rurton Place is a three-story, eleven-unit condominium 
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bav with stacked, multi-light windows sets off an inset front entry. The common brick 
fagade is accented with random imbedded stones and projecting brick headers. 

The Carl Street Studios at 155 W. Burton Place is a three-story, seventeen-unit 
condominium building. Highly irregular in floor plan, it was built around an 877 ' two- 
story structure (permit date June 5, 1877). Alteration permits include April 7 932, 

“remodel existing building,” July 7, 1933, "one-story top addition , and January r 3 1939 
“repair fire damage.” The signature project of artists Sol Kogen and Edgar Miller, the 
building today is a meandering complex of structure, passageways, and courtyards 
covering three lots. The fagade is variegated common brick with window openings of 
differing size, shape, and placement. Design elements such as stone, ceramic tiles, an 
carved wood pieces are used throughout as architectural accents, incorporating 
elements of the Art Deco style. A brick fence/wall runs along the front property line, 
separating the building's entry and private open spaces from the public sidewalk. 

119 W Burton Place is a three-story, three-unit condominium. Built in 1891 as a flat 
building (permit date October 9, 1891), the stone and red brick structure has a rusticated 
stone base with inset front entry. It retains the Classical Revival historic character of a 
typical Chicago three-flat building despite the removal of its original cornice. 

161 W Burton Place is a three-story, four-unit apartment building. The original structure 
was an 1879 two-story, Italianate dwelling (permit date September 17, 1879 )- ln 1940 a 
permit issued for “alterations for studio apartments” completely transformed the existing 
structure. Built up to the front lot line and extended in the rear, the three-story Art 
Moderne structure has a curved corner window bay with expansive glass block, and an 
inset front entry The exterior is variegated common brick and window placement 
reflects interior functional requirements. The east side of this structure aligns with the 
alley behind Wells Street. 



There are five principal residential structures on the north side of the street and five 
residential coach houses in the rear. This includes two from the nineteenth-century and 
three that were remodeled in the 1930s. All of these are considered contributing. From 
west to east, they are the following: 
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160 W. Burton Place is a three-story, four-unit apartment building with a one-story 
single-family coach house in the rear. The original front building dates from before 1886 
with a permit for a one-story addition in 1887 (June 14, 1887). Alteration permits for the 
entire property include an unspecified permit from 1924 (September -16, 1924), one for 
“brick storage” October 8,1928, and one for "alterations” January 21, 1938. The building 
today has a stark, flat front fagade with two long, vertical window stacks placed off- 
center Decorative sculptural panels accent the ground floor and the principal entry is a 
few steps below grade along the side of the building. With its geometric simplicity, it 
could be identified as International Style. The rear coach house is one-story common 
brick and displays no distinctive stylistic exterior features. It is probably a residential 
remodeling of a three-car garage that replaced an original stable on the property 
sometime between 1886 and 1906. 

1 5ft W Burton Place is a three-story, four-unit condominium with a thre f‘ st °^’ s ' ng ^" 
family coach house in the rear. Although no original permit was found, 
red brick building likely dates from the early 1880s and retains its mneteenth-cer ltury 
appearance with minor Italianate features. There is a 1938 permit (permit date October 
ft 1938) for a “rear addition” by architect, Glicken and Glicken, which is likely the 
exiS three storcoach house. A notation on the permit card in June 1940 states that 
the work was abandoned; this same notation is found on the 1950 Sanborn map. 
However the coach house exists today and its alley fagade displays highly r idiosyncratic 
windows imbedded in stucco panels. This remodeling was by Ron Dirsmith in 1966 in a 
similar artistic spirit to the earlier projects. 

154-156 W Burton Place is a residential cooperative that combines a three-story front 
building at 156 W. Burton with two, two-story rear coach houses, one directly behind 156 
W. and one on the next lot at 154 W. The original front structure was probably built 
before 1886 but a series of alteration permits in the 1930s could date both the front 
g^erear structures. The first was in 1936 (permit date November 18 1936) for “interior 
alterations.” Others were in 1937 (permit date January 11, 1937) also for interior 
alterations ” in 1939 (permit date March 22, 1939) for a new bay window replacing ol , 
and also in 1939 (permit date July 20, 1939) for "interior alterations. While the bay 
window permit clearly refers to the front structure, the interior alteration per^ts may 
refer to several different structures. There is also a permit listed for the 154 address in 
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1933 for "interior and exterior alterations." Today the property consists of a three-story 
front building with a patched brick fagade obviously reflecting International Style 
changes combined with original historic elements. The altey fagades of the coach 
houses reveal glass block windows reflective of the 1930s development on the street 
behind 156, while that at 154 has no distinctive exterior characteristics. The stucco 
fagade of 154 is partially visible from Burton Place through the courtyard between 152 

and 156. 

16 ? W Burton Place is a three-story, four-unit apartment building. The original structure 
was built before 1886 but the appearance today reflects its 1930s ^erations. Two 
permits exist, one from 1936 (September 10) for “alterations, and the other from 1937 
(June 4) for “interior alterations.” The massing of the exterior fagade was retained but 
its overall appearance was simplified. The porch was removed and a stacked glass 
block sidelight added to the entry, windows in the second floor bay were bricked m, and 
an Art Deco style brick cornice was added. The entire fagade also appears to have be 
refaced in new brick. There is a small rear structure that is probably a separate coach 

house. 

16(1 W Burton Place is a three-story, three-unit condominium building. Built in 1889 
(permit date August 19, 1889) this three-flat appears to have replaced an earlier 
structure on the same lot. Today it retains its classic nineteenth-century rusticated 
graystone appearance except for a large, boxed-in cornice. 

OVERALL INTEGRITY 

Both sets of structures, within the two time periods of construction, 1880-1896 and 
1924-1940, retain excellent historic integrity. Most notably, the buildings that were 
remodeled in the 1930s retain an almost pristine appearance from those historic 
alterations. The nineteenth-century structures have had some loss of original fabric 
most noticeably the removal of cornices and presence of non-historic replacement 
windows Nonetheless, the street retains an old-fashioned, nineteenth-century 
residential collection set against a 1930s modern mix of quixotic, artist-made structures. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 



SUMMARY 

The West Burton Place Historic District is architecturally significant as the backdrop 
against which artists and craftspeople of the Depression era transformed what were 
then deteriorating nineteenth-century rooming houses into unique studio environments. 
Led by artist/entrepreneur Sol Kogen and master designer Edgar Miller who began with 
the Carl Street Studios, other artists got involved on the street, and Burton Place 
became a mecca for artistic innovation in the built environment. This spirit of retrieving 
and recreating urban dwellings spread throughout the Old Town community, which 
became the forerunner to the modern day back-to-the-city preservation and 
rehabilitation movement in Chicago. As a result of their pioneering artistic expression, 
the Old Town community acquired a reputation for the arts that endures today. 

HISTORY OF BURTON PLACE AND OLD TOWN 

Old Town was first settled in the 1840s and 1850s by German farmers and semi-skilled 
workers who moved north from overcrowded St. Joseph's parish at Chicago and 
Wabash. Known then as North Town, the area soon filled with modest frame cottages 
with basements for coal and vegetables and rear outbuildings for keeping small 
livestock. Although the Chicago Fire in 1871 completely wiped out this part of the city, it 
was quickly rebuilt first with hastily constructed fire shanties, and then, within a few 
years, with two- and three-story brick dwellings and flat buildings in popular styles such 
as Italianate and Queen Anne. Lining La Salle Street on the eastern edge of the 
neighborhood, large mansions and brick-and stone-faced townhouses began to appear 
as early as 1872. As the 1880s approached, the multi-family flat buildings and 
rowhouses so typical of urban housing at the time filled the streets behind them for an 
expanding middle-class. A city ordinance passed in 1874 outlawing frame construction 
within the city limits further dictated this type of construction. 

Burton Place reflects this initial post-fire development, and also displays a succession of 
later development and population changes. As in most of Old Town, the critical need for 
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housing was satisfied within weeks of the fire by intrepid residents who quickly erected 
small frame cottages. Some of these were intentionally built at the rear of the lots in 
anticipation of building more substantial masonry structures in the future. The 1886 
Robinson’s Atlas shows eight lots improved with principal structures on the north side, 
and six principal structures on the south side, one of these on a double lot. There were 
three rear structures on the north side and four on the south side of the street. A study 
of their size, materials, and lot placement suggests that some of these were likely fire 
cottages Although there are several buildings on the street that date from this pre-1 886 
period of growth, only two retain their historic appearance from that time - 147 and 158 
W. Burton, built in 1881 and c. 1880, respectively. 

The first wave of development pressure in the district began within just twenty years of 
this early construction. In the 1890s and early 1900s some smaller homes were 
replaced with larger, more substantial brick single-family dwellings and flat buildings. 
Most notably two smaller homes on the north side of Burton near LaSalle Street were 
demolished and combined with the corner lot for the construction of the large, six-story, 
red brick, multiple flat building at 1500 N. LaSalle Street. The other two small houses to 
the west were demolished and the lots redeveloped with a three-story graystone (150) 
and a two-story brick dwelling (152). All three of these structures remain standing today. 
During this same 20-year time period (1886-1906), Sanborn maps show three 
secondary structures were added to the rear of the properties on the north side, one 
existing structure was noted as a rear dwelling, and another rear structure had been 
demolished. 

On the south side of the street, development pressures were also at work. The existing 
structure at 159 was replaced with a larger, three-story brick flat building. On the two lots 
at 143 and 145 which had only small, rear structures in 1886, substantial, three-story 
masonry flat buildings were constructed. Rear structures were added behind 151 and 
147, and a rear addition was built onto 161 . 

Although new construction had ceased by the end of the first decade of the twentieth- 
century population change did not. The second wave of development pressure affected 
the occupancy of structures rather than the physical structures themselves. Between the 
1900 and 1920 census, a dramatic shift in tenancy was underway on the street as 



West Burton Place Historic District 
Name of Property 



Cook Countv. Illinois 
County and State 



OMB No. 1024-0018 

NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 9 



West Burton Place Historic District 
Chicago, Cook County, IL 



property owners moved elsewhere and renters took on lodgers within their own 
households, or converted entire flats into boarding houses. The 1920 census counts at 
least 25 lodgers on the street, with some in almost every building. Households also 
included extended family such as adult married children and their spouses, elderly 
parents, sisters-in-law, and cousins. With more people squeezing into the same amount 
of housing space, dwelling units became overcrowded, taking a toll on maintenance and 
repair. 

At the same time, the proximity of Old Town to “Tower Town” - what was then 
Chicago's Bohemian neighborhood - attracted fringe cabarets, lounges and clubs to the 
Wells Street strip. Tower Town, roughly surrounding the old Water Tower at Chicago 
and Michigan avenues, had been the city’s artists' community from the later nineteenth- 
century into the first decades of the twentieth-century. Bug House Square in Washington 
Park attracted all kinds of amateur orators, with a reputation for speeches by Communist 
revolutionaries and extremists, while the Dill Pickle Club was the place for drinking, 
smoking, and discussion of topics too risque for more polite surroundings. But after 
World War I, Tower Town’s proximity to the Loop and its inexpensive properties made it 
attractive to developers. Less than a mile northwest, Old Town became the next artists 
refuge. 

Thus the stage was set for a third wave of development led by fledgling real estate 
entrepreneur/artists, Sol Kogen and Edgar Miller at the Carl Street Studios, 151 W. 
Burton Place (called Carl Street before 1936). Begun in 1927, this was their first 
remodeling project, and initiated the conversion of older, Victorian-era flats into modem 
artists studios. Although once complete the studios were priced out of range for 
struggling artists, several well-established artists always lived in the complex. Its primary 
draw however, was amongst businessmen and others seeking to live in unusual artistic 
surroundings, near the nightlife of the Near North side, with the taste of an exotic and 
“Bohemian'' lifestyle. Miller once described the studio complex as the process of taking 
“an obsolete structure and setting out to make it into something new, fascinating, and 
living.” 1 



Sheldon Mix, “Burton Place the Handmade Street” Chicago Magazine, Spring 1966, p 37. 
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Carl Street became home to artists, writers, and those looking for the new, interesting, 
and unconventional place to live. Although the 1930s were a bleak economic time for 
manv the arts community was supported by the Federal Arts Project of the Works 
Proqress Administration (WPA) which existed from 1935-1943. With Chicago 
headquarters at 433 E. Erie, the program employed about 300 artists who were given a 
reqular salary and placed on call to design and execute paintings, murals, and sculpture 
for public institutions. 2 This program supported some of the artists who lived on Carl 
Street in its early years as an arts community, including Gustaf Dahlstrom, Edgar Britton, 
and in 1942, Edward Millman, Dan Leavitt, Edgar Burton, John Norton, Taylor Poore, 
Stewart Rae, and Boris Anisfeld. 



The living spirit of the studios permeated the entire block and spread to surrounding 
properties so that today, seven of the twelve principal structures are renovated in a 
manner inspired by Edgar Miller's original design concepts. As a result of their direct 
efforts four houses on the south side of the street were dramatically and irreversibly 
transformed. In addition to the centerpiece Carl Street Studios, a complex of seventeen 
studios on three lots wrapped around winding interior courtyards, there are the two flat 
buildings at 151 and 161 whose curved glass block window bays mirror each other, and 
the Theophil Studios, which dramatically marks the southwest corner of LaSalle as the 
entrance to the street. On the north side of the street three principal structures were 
altered- 160 156 and 152. Of these, only the first was completely transformed; the 
others retain some vestiges of their original historic form. In addition, several rear 
structures on the north side were remodeled into residences. Kogen and Miller created 
another seminal Old Town artists studio project at 1734 N. Wells also in the late 1920s. 
Their work, and that of others who were similarly inspired, led to the revitalization of the 
entire Old Town community in the 1940s. 



ARTISTS STUDIOS AS A BUILDING TYPE 

As a building type the artist studio complex has a short but distinguished history. 
Formally designed artists studios, defined as spaces created specifically for artists to 
live and work, began in the mid-nineteenth-century in the United States with the 



2 Barbara Bernstein, “Federal Art: Not gone, Just Forgotten.” Chicago Tribune, December 2, 1973. 
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construction of the Tenth Street Studios in New York City by master architect, Richard 
Morris Hunt. Hunt's Tenth Street prototype was the first of its kind in Europe or the 
United States. 3 He had experience designing private studios for artists, but never had 
anyone initiated the idea of designing a studio complex for lease to the artists of the city 
In his previous studio designs, Hunt developed a formula for this building type that would 
spread to every city with even a modest interest in cultural development. Common 
features included large, two-story, north-facing windows to take advantage of the even 
dayliqht that was popular with artists, dressing rooms for models, a small parlor, public 
exhibition space for tenants, and recessed interior balconies that overlooked large, two- 
story open spaces. Studio complexes became a familiar building type through the rest of 
the nineteenth-century and the early twentieth-century. 

During the 1890s, Chicago kept a moderate pace with New York City in the development 
of artists' studios. Chicago’s philanthropic efforts resulted in two outstanding examples 
of studio buildings. Both from the late nineteenth-century, Tree Studios, located on the 
600 block of North State Street, bounded by Ohio and Ontario Streets, and the Fine Arts 
Building located at 410 South Michigan Avenue, provided much needed space to local 
artists and also encouraged local interest in the unique lifestyle of colorful bohemian 
living. 

Built in 1894 Tree Studios was always in great demand by nearby Tower Town 
residents. Local judge and philanthropist Lambert Tree and his wife, Anna Magie, were 
so impressed with the artists’ studios they saw in New York, that Lambert commissioned 
the New York Parfitt Brothers to design a complex for the promotion of the arts in 
Chicago. The Chicago architectural firm Bauer and Hill executed the actual construction 
of the Queen Anne style building in buff Roman brick and decorative cast and pressed 
metal. The studios were moderately priced, being subsidized by the first floor retail 
spaces and as such, they were continuously occupied, rarely posting a vacancy. The 
waiting list for space prompted the Tree Estate to commission two annexes in 1912 and 
1913 located on Ontario and Ohio Streets, The plans of the annexes are reminiscent of 
the excellent work found at the Tenth Street Studios by Hunt. “The nearly five dozen 
studios get a north light... Duplex apartments have windows ten feet square as well as 



Annette Blaugrund, The Tenth Street Studio Building. The Parish Art Museum, Southampton, New York, 1 997, 1 7. 



